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Ethics of Virtue
A virtue can be defined as a habit that helps an individual achieve his or her goals. Ethics of virtue is an approach that emphasizes the moral characters, traits or actions of a person or an individual. Virtue ethics looks more into the moral character of an individual rather than the rightful duties and rules. Ethics of virtue is based on a person's actions, making it different from utilitarianism and deontology and deontology. Utilitarianism is based or focused on the outcomes of actions and duties of an individual. Deontology is an approach that focuses on the duties that an individual performs. Virtues help individuals act more ethically. Some of the virtues such as compassion, integrity, humility, respect and honesty are necessary and are acts of ethics that ethical people emulate. Virtues of ethics influence people to differentiate their characters and actions in what is right or wrong in all circumstances. Through virtues of ethics, people are guided into seeking achievement of characters and traits (Ainley, 2017).
Ethics of virtues generally focus on the entire life of individuals rather than an incidence of their actions. A righteous individual is the one who has and practices the virtues (Annas, 2018). Ethics of virtue philosophy is applicable since people get focused more on the characters of other human beings than they focus on the positive or negative actions of an individual. There are several virtues such as honesty, generosity, and benevolence that need to be traced to individuals' characteristics or behaviors for them to be considered virtuous. These characteristics are the minimum requirements in an individual. The philosophy of virtue ethics believes that building a good community and society involves helping individuals of the community to do good and become better people instead of applying rules and laws as a way of punishment to deviate their negative actions (Welchman, 2018). 
Several fundamental Christian values are used to teach and act as guidance for individuals to maintain moral virtues (Annas, 2018). The virtues are considered seven and include kindness, diligence, temperance, humility, charity, chastity and patience. Kindness involves compassion and satisfaction, diligence includes efforts and persistence, temperance involves equality and humanity, humility is concerned with reverence and bravery, charity has sacrifice and generosity, chastity involves purity, and patience includes mercy and forgiveness. These seven virtues are believed to protect individuals from the seven types of sins considered deadly.
Traditional and Modern Virtue Ethics
Virtue ethics can be considered to be traditional or modern. Traditional ethics involves the characters, behavior, or beliefs that manage and monitor people's actions in society (Gardiner, 2019). Traditional ethics involve moral codes, precepts, norms and principles of individuals. Traditional ethics were mainly used to maintain the social order. Modern ethics involve prudence, fidelity, justice and self-care. According to Annas (2018), modern ethics, prudence considers self-care, fidelity, and justice and suggests that prudent individuals should search for chances to adopt modern virtues. Fidelity involves treating people closely with a lot of care. Justice is a modern ethic requiring all people to tract each other equally without discrimination. Selfcare is also a form of modern ethics which states that every individual has a special responsibility to effectively, physically and mentally care for himself or herself.
Virtue Ethics Strengths
Ethics of virtues is essential because ethics are based on human beings. Virtue ethics explains the meaning of being human. The various virtues that human beings need to imply so that they can help attain the good life, thus maintaining connections within and between individuals. Virtue ethics shows how valuable human beings are and the importance of maintaining good behaviors. Ethics of virtues are essential because they help in better and effective communication between people. Virtue ethics leads to an improved understanding among people from within and between different cultures or societies. Understanding of people leads to acceptance of an individual or group of people in a community or culture (Snow, 2019).
Critiques of Virtue Ethics
Various setbacks arise from the virtues of ethics philosophy. According to Welchman (2018), it is a complex task to determine the nature of the virtue of ethics. There exist different people who have different cultures and societies. This difference in cultures of people creates a difference in opinions about what is morally good or bad. The virtue of ethics philosophy does not focus on the exact actions that are morally good and those that are not. The philosophy mainly focuses on the qualities that individuals should possess to be considered morally upright people and thus cannot be used to generalize the norms that all people should follow.
The virtue of ethics majors on the characters of an individual and thus can be argued to be self-centered (Welchman, 2018). This argument contradicts the fact that morality is concerned with all people and how individuals' actions affect other individuals. Molarity requires that an individual’s actions benefit all people and not the interests of one individual. Some philosophers argue that the virtue of ethics does not focus on an individual comparison towards the wellbeing of people. In most cases, virtue ethics does not promote equality amongst individuals. Inequality emerges where the attainment of moral maturity some people receive the encouragement and assistance they need while other people lack, yet it is not their fault (Welchman, 2018).
Virtue ethics is more determined on characters compared to actions. Virtues are generally good because they help individuals achieve better things in life (Ainley, 2017). Ethics of virtues influences the character of individuals. People have different virtues due to the existence of other different societies and cultures. The difference in virtue ethics between cultures or communities leads to varying perceptions about characters. What is considered a moral virtue in one culture may be regarded as immoral in another culture. Through virtue ethics, people can achieve happiness and relate better within the society since there is a good understanding. Ethics of virtue is important because it helps human beings have a better relationship and treat each other respectfully.
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